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Introduction

Pearson Test of English (PTE) Academic is aninternational, computer-based English
language test. It provides a measure of your language ability in order to assist education
institutions and professional and government organizations that require a standard of
academic Englishlanguage proficiency foradmission purposes.

The contents of this Guide, along with those published on our website, provide the only
officialinformation about PTE Academic.
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1. Reported Scores

The PTE Academic Score Report consists of an overall score and four communicative
skills scores (Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing) as shown below.
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Alternative versions of PTE Academic
PTE Academic UKVI

The PTE Academic UKVItestis taken for UK visas and immigration purposes. The Score
Reportisidenticalin content but contains a SELT URN number which allows the UK
Government to verify your score.
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Overall score

The overall scoreis based onyour performance across the entire test. You will complete
between 65-75 questionsin any given test and arange of 22 different question types.

The overall score ranges between 10-90 points.

Note: the overall score is not an average calculation of the communicative skills scores.

Communicative skills scores

The communicative skills are Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing and their score
rangeis 10-90 points.

Some questions assess more than one skill at the same time and they are called
integrated skills questions (assessing Listening and Speaking, Reading and Writing,
Listening and Writing or Listening and Reading). The scores on these questions
contribute to the score of both communicative skills that are assessed at the same time.
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2. Scoring Overview

While PTE tests are computer-based and machine scored, human expert scorers are
usedto train the scoring engine on Speaking and Writing questions, by rating test taker
responses on every single Speaking and Writing question. The system then works by
replicating the standards established through these humanratings.

Human experts also carry out two types of scoring for live test responses:

1. Scoring of anomalies: These are unusual responses that the machine cannot
reliably score, forexample because they are quiet orunclear.

2. Additional scoring of some question types: Some tasks such as Describe Image
and Retell Lecture always require a human review of Content before scores are
finalised. (The full list of double-scored question types can be found on page 15).

Scores forsome questions are based only on whetherthe responseis correct or
incorrect, while others are based on correctness, formal aspects (e.g., whetheritis over
orunder the word limit) and the quality of the response (e.g., fluency and pronunciation
inthe question type Retell Lecture).

There are two ways in which score points are awarded:

Correctorincorrect

Some questions are scored as either correct orincorrect.

If responses are correct, 1score point will be given, but if they are incorrect,
no points are awarded.

Partial credit
Otherquestions are scored as correct, partially correct orincorrect.

If responses to these questions are correct, the maximum score points available will be
received. If they are only partly correct, some score points will be given, but less than
the maximum available. If responses are incorrect, no score points will be received.

Some gquestions that involve Speaking and Writing are also given a score for Content.
Content means how appropriate the content of aresponseisinrelation to the prompt.

Some Writing questions are scored for Form. Form scores are based on formal
characteristics of the response such as the number of words.

The scores for Content and Form contribute to overalland communicative skills scores.
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Whentheresponseis scoredas O for Content or Form, no score points forthe response
willbe given. Here are examples giving descriptions of responses that will not receive
any score points:

® Anessay written onacompletely different topic from the question prompt
(Content)

® An essay whichisless than 120 words (Form)

® Aresponse that does not deal properly with the prompt due to significant
amounts of pre-prepared/memorized material (Content).

Example of scoring

The diagram below shows how scores are calculated for the question Describe Image.

Describe Image
The score equals O No further
Content > scoring

¢ The scoreis greaterthan O

Other traits scored:
» Pronunciation Communicative PTE Academic

» Oral Fluency %(;Ls;ckci)rrg

— v 3
Total Contributes to
score

1. The questionis first scored on Content. If noresponse, oranirrelevant response is
given, the Contentis scored as O. Responses that contain pre-prepared or
memorized material are classified asirrelevant responses.

overall score

Note: Contentis scored by both Aland human. If there is a disagreement
between the Aland human, a second human will make the final judgment.

2. If the Content scoreis greaterthan O, the response will be rated on the two
remaining traits: Pronunciation and Oral Fluency. The scores of these traits are
used to calculate the final total score for the question.

Note: Pronunciation and Oral Fluency are Al-scored only.

3. Thetotal score for the question contributes to the communicative skill score for
Speaking, as well as to the overall score reported for the entire test.
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3. Using PTE Academic Scores

How you canuse PTE Academic scores

The Score Report provides an overall score and a score foreach of the four
communicative skills (Listening, Reading, Speaking, Writing).

Eachinstitution chooses how to set their scores. Forexample, institutions may:

® Setthe admissionrequirement based on the minimum overall score alone,
without taking into account communicative skills scores in admission decisions.

® Setthe admissionrequirement based onthe minimum overall scorein
combination with a higher minimum on one of the communicative skills scores,
becauseitis considered particularlyimportant for the program.

® Setthe admissionrequirement based on the minimum overall score in
combination with alower minimum on one of the communicative skills scores,
becauseitis consideredlessimportant for the program.

Typically, you willneed to achieve the following minimum scores:

® Foundation courses: minimum score of between 36-50
® Undergraduate degrees: minimum score of between 51-60

® Postgraduate degrees: minimum score of between 57-67

To find out the minimum score requirement at your chosen government orinstitution,
check theirwebsite.

Sending scores to governments or institutions

Governments andinstitutions do not accept paper or PDF versions of PTE Academic
Score Reports. To validate your score, they will use the information you have shared with
themto accessyourreport through our secure portal.

There are two ways of sharing your scores:

1. Sharing your Score Report Code (SRC) directly (e.g., viaan application form,
email, phone)

2. Sharing your Score Report via the myPTE score assignment process
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1. Sharing your Score Report Code directly

Your Score Report shows a Score Report Code (SRC). The SRC is specific to each
instance of atest, soif you take more than one PTE Academic Test, you willreceive a
SRC foreach. Your SRC can be shared with governments orinstitutionsin many ways -
onanapplication, via email, or through whichever means you communicate with
government orinstitution.

2. Sharing your Score Report viathe myPTE score assignment process

To share your PTE Academic Score Report with a government orinstitution, you must do
so through our secure portal and follow the instructions below:

—l

Loginto your myPTE account.

Click ‘My activity’.

Onthe card where your testinformationis displayed, click ‘Share results’.

AN

. Type the name of your choseninstitutionin the field marked ‘Institution/
Organization/Department/School’ and click ‘Search’.

5. Tickthe box nextto theinstitution’sname whenitappearsinthelist. Repeat for
eachinstitution. (You can share your Score Report to an unlimited number of
institutions, but you can only select up to sevenrecipients at any one time.)

6. Review your details, then scrolldown the page and click ‘Select Programmes’
and then ‘Next’ again to confirm.
Applying for a visa to work or study in Australia or New Zealand

If, whenbooking your test, you ticked one of the boxes asking for scores to be allocated
to the DHA (Australia) or INZ (New Zealand) your score will have been automatically
shared with them.

Applying for a visa to work or study in the United Kingdom

If you are applying fora UK visa, the Score Report from your PTE Academic UKVI test will
be automatically shared with the UK Government. You will also need to include your SELT
URN numberinyourvisa application form. This can be foundin the top banner of your
Score Report, as highlighted onpage 5.

PearsonTest of English (PTE) Academic | TestTaker « SCOREGUIDE | 10


https://mypte.pearsonpte.com/

4. Alignment between PTE Academic,
the CEFR, and IELTS

Based onresearch and empirical studies, Pearson has produced alignment tables
showing the relationship between the PTE Academic test, the Common European
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR), and the IELTS Academic test.

PTE Academic and the CEFR

The table below shows Pearson’s alignment between PTE Academic scores and the
CEFR. Inaddition, the dashedlinesindicate the PTE Academic scores that predict some
degree of performance at the next CEFR level.

Note: This alignmentis unchanged from the previous version of this Score Guide.

PTE AcademicScores 10 14 18 22 26 30 34 38 42 46 50 54 58 62 66 70 74 78 82 86 90

CEFR Levels § . . B2 ————p

Alignment of PTE Academic scores to the CEFR.
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PTE Academic and IELTS

The table below shows Pearson’s current best estimate of scoring alignment between
PTE Academic and IELTS Academic.

Note: This table has been updated from the previous version of the score guide based
onupdatedresearchreleasedin July 2025.

IELTS PTE PTE
Score OveraII Llstenlng Reading Speaking ertlng

24-30 26-32 29-35 14-23 17-28
5.0 31-38 33-39 36-41 24-38 29-40
5.5 39-46 40-46 42-47 39-53 41-50
6.0 47-54 47-52 48-53 54-65 51-59
6.5 55-62 53-57 54-58 66-75 60-68
7.0 63-70 58-63 59-64 76-82 69-76
7.5 71-78 64-68 65-69 83-87 77-84
8.0 79-85 69-74 70-74 88-89 85-89
8.5 86-89 75-80 75-80 90 90
9.0 90 81-90 81-90 - -

Disclaimer: Any attempt to predict a score on a particular test, based on the score observed on another test, will
contain measurement error. This is a consequence of the inherent errorin each of the tests in the comparison and
inthe estimate of the alignment. Furthermore, tests in the comparison do not measure exactly the same construct.
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5. Automated Scoring

Pearsonuses several proprietary, patented technologies to automatically score test
takers’ performance on PTE Academic. An extensive field test program was conducted
to test PTE Academic’s questions and evaluate their effectiveness as well as to obtain
the data necessary to train the automated scoring engines to evaluate both the written
and spoken PTE Academic questions. Data was collected from more than 10,000 test
takers from 38 citiesin 21 countries who participated in the field test. These test takers
came from 158 different countries and spoke 126 different first languages, including
(but notlimited to) Cantonese, French, Gujarati, Hebrew, Hindi, Indonesian, Japanese,
Korean, Mandarin, Marathi, Polish, Spanish, Urdu, Vietnamese, Tamil, Telugu, Thai and
Turkish.

Scoring written English skills

The written portion of PTE Academic is scored using the Intelligent Essay Assessor™
(IEA), an automated scoring tool that is powered by Pearson’s Knowledge Analysis
Technologies™ (KAT™) engine. The KAT engine evaluates writing as accurately as skilled
human markers using a proprietary application of the mathematical approach known as
Latent Semantic Analysis (LSA). Using LSA (an approach that generates semantic
similarity of words and passages by analyzing large bodies of relevant text) the KAT
engine ‘understands’ the meaning of text much the same as ahuman does.

Scoring spoken English skills

The spoken portion of PTE Academic is automatically scored using Pearson’s Versant
technology. The technology uses a speech processing system thatis specifically
designedto analyze and automatically score speech from arange of linguistic
backgrounds. In addition to recognizing words, the system locates and evaluates
relevant segments, syllables and phrases in speech and then uses statisticalmodeling
technologies to assess spoken performance.

To understand the way that the Versant technology is ‘taught’ to score spoken
language, think about a person being trained by an expert rater to score speech
samples duringinterviews. First, the expertrater gives the trainee rater alist of things to
listen forin the test taker’s speech during the interview. Then the trainee observes the
expert testingnumerous test takers, and, after eachinterview, the expert shares with the
trainee the score he or she gave the test taker and the characteristics of the
performance that led to that score. Over several dozeninterviews, the trainee’s scores
begintolook very similar to the expert rater’s scores. Ultimately, one could predict

the score the trainee would give a particular test taker based on the score that the
expert gave.

More information about automated scoringis available on our website:
https://www.pearsonpte.com/scoring/automated-scoring
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6. Glossary

Alignment studies - The relationship between two or more scales of measurement.

CEFR (also known as CEF) - The Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages put together by the Council of Europe to standardize the levels of language
exams in different regions. Other exams are mapped to the CEFR.

Communicative skills - Listening, Reading, Speaking, and Writing. These are the scores
you willbe judged on forvisa/HEl entry.

Formal aspects - The form of aresponse: forexample, whetheritis over orunder the
word limit for a particular question.

IELTS - International English Language Testing System. This test measures the language
proficiency of people who want to study orwork where Englishis used as alanguage of
communication.

Lexical - Relating to the vocabulary of alanguage: Forexample, lexical knowledge.
Oral Fluency - The ability to speak, orread, accurately and smoothly.
Overall score - Score based on test taker’s performance on all questionsin the test.

PTE Academic - Pearson Test of English Academic. PTE Academic is a computer-based
assessment of aperson’s Englishlanguage ability inan academic context. The testis a
maximum of 2 hours 15 minutes long, and assesses anindividual’'s communicative skills
of Reading, Writing, Listening and Speaking through questions using authentically-
sourced material.

SELT - Secure English Language Test, amandatory test used by the UK government to
verify the Englishlanguage proficiency of individuals applying for particular visas or
citizenship.

TOEFLiBT - Atest that measures your ability to use and understand English at the
university level, and evaluates how well you combine your Reading, Listening, Speaking,
and Writing skills to perform academic tasks.

Traits - ltems measured in PTE Academic that contribute to overall scores. These
include Content; Oral Fluency; Pronunciation; Form; Development, Structure and
Coherence; Grammar; General Linguistic Range; and Vocabulary.

Versant technology - A proprietary speech processing system that is specifically
designedto analyze and automatically score speech from arange of linguistic
backgrounds.
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/. Scoring Criteria

Please note:

1. The minimum and maximum timings indicated for the sections of each part of the test do not add up to the total timings

stated. Thisis because different versions of the test are balanced for total length. No test taker will get the maximum or
minimum times indicated.

2. While all question types are scored by Al, some question types (Describe Image, Retell Lecture, Respond to a Situation,
Summarize Group Discussion, Summarize Written Text, Write Essay and Summarize Spoken Text)) also include a human
expertreview of the Content before the final score for the taskis finalized. Write Essay also includes an expert review for
Development, Structure and Coherence, and General Linguistic Range.

Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type Nk G St Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Content:

Eachreplacement, omission orinsertion of aword counts as one error.
Maximum score: depends onthe length of the question prompt

Pronunciation:

5 | Highly proficient

Partial .
Read Aloud 6-7 credit Speaking 4 Advanced
3 Good (See detailed criteria
2 Intermediate onpages 45-46)

1  Intrusive

0 Non-English
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type

No. of
questions

Communicative

Traits scored

skills scored

Read Aloud

(cont.)

Repeat
Sentence

6-7

10-12

Partial
credit

Partial
credit

Oral Fluency:

5  Highly proficient
4 Advanced
speaking 3 | Go0d (See detailed criteria
2  Intermediate onpages 45-46
1  Limited
0 Disfluent
Content:

Errors =replacements, omissions andinsertions only

Hesitations, filled orunfilled pauses, leading or trailing material areignored in the
scoring of content

3
Listeningand
Speaking
1
0

Allwordsintheresponse fromthe promptinthe correct sequence

Atleast 50% of wordsintheresponse fromthe promptinthe correct
sequence

Lessthan 50% of wordsintheresponse from the promptinthe correct
sequence

Almost nothing fromthe promptintheresponse
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

No. of Communicative

uestiontype . .
Q yp questions skills scored

Traits scored

Pronunciation:
5 | Highly proficient
4  Advanced

3 Good (See detailed criteria

2  Intermediate onpages 45-46

1  Intrusive

Repeat 0

Sentence 10-12 Partial Listeningand

credit Speakin
(cont.) peaxing Oral Fluency:

Non-English

5 | Highly proficient
4 Advanced

3 Good (See detailed criteria

2  Intermediate onpages45-46

1 Limited

0 Disfluent
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type N2 @] ol iz Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Content:

« Theresponse describes theimage fully and accurately and expands on
therelationships between features of theimage to provide anuanced
interpretation.

6 < Avariety of expressions andvocabulary are used appropriately and with
ease and precision throughout theresponse.

o Alistenercouldbuild acomplete mental picture of theimage from the
response.

« Theresponse describesthe mainfeatures of theimage accurately and

Describe Image 5.6 Partial Speaking identifies some relationships without expanding onthese in detail.

credit « Avariety of expressions and vocabulary are used appropriately

throughout theresponse.

« Alistenercouldbuild anaccurate mental picture fromtheresponse, with
minor details missing or misrepresented.

« Theresponseincludes some accurate simple descriptions and basic
relationships,but they may not adequately cover all the main features of the
image.

« Therange of linguistic expressionand vocabularyis sufficient to give basic
descriptions with some repetition.

« Alistenercouldbuild abasic mental picture fromtheresponse.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type

No. of
questions

Communicative

. Traits scored
skills scored

Describe Image

(cont.)

5-6

Partial
credit

Content:

« Theresponseincludes mainly superficial descriptions of theimage, with
minorinaccuracies.

« Therange of expressionandvocabularyis narrow and simple expressions
are usedrepeatedly.

« Alistenercouldvisualize elements of the image from the response, but not
acohesivewhole.

« Theresponseincludes minimal, superficial descriptions of theimage with
Speaking someinaccuracies.

2 .« Limitedvocabulary and simple expressions dominate the response.

« Alistenercouldvisualize some elements of theimage fromtheresponse
with effort.

« Theresponseiscomposed of disconnected elements, oralist of points
identified onthe image, without description or elaboration.

« Vocabulary and expressions are highly restricted.
» Alistenerwould struggle tovisualise theimage.

O Responseisrelevant to the prompt but toolimited to assign ahigherscore.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type

Describe Image

(cont.)

No. of
questions

5-6

Partial
credit

Communicative
skills scored

Traits scored
Pronunciation:

5 | Highly proficient
4 Advanced

3 Good

2  Intermediate

1 | Intrusive

O Non-English
Speaking

Oral Fluency:

5 | Highly proficient
4 Advanced

3 Good

2  Intermediate

1 Limited

0 Disfluent
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

. No. of Communicative .
Questiontype Traits scored

questions skills scored

Content:

« Responseisclear, accurate, and demonstrates full comprehension of the
lecture by paraphrasing the mainideas seamlessly inownwords and
expanding onimportant points with specificity.

o Avariety of expressions and vocabulary are used appropriately and with
ease and precision throughout theresponse.

» Theideasintheresponse are wellconnected and organizedinalogical
sequence using connective devices effectively and consistently. The
Partial Listening and response flows wellandis easy to follow.

Retell Lecture 2-3 credit Speaking

e Theresponseisclearandaccurately captures mainideas as wellas some
important details, reflecting good comprehension. Ideas are formulated
successfullyinownwords, with minorinconsistencies that donot detract
fromthe overallmeaning.

5 < Avariety of expressions andvocabulary are used appropriately throughout
theresponse.

« Theideasintheresponse are connected and connective devices are used
appropriately to presentideasinacoherent order. Theresponse flows
generally smoothly and can be followed with little effort.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type Mk @ el e Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Content:

« Theresponse captures some mainideas of the lecture and some details,
butmayinclude afewinaccurateideas, orfocus onlessimportant details,
showing sufficient comprehension. Thereisanattempt to formulateideas
inown words, with some success.

o Therange of expressionandvocabularyis sufficient to give basic
descriptions but may rely onrepetition.

« Theideasintheresponse are not well connected, requiring listeners some
effort to follow. The lack of connection might come from an ordering of the
Retell Lecture 0.3 Partial Listeningand ideas whichis difficult to grasp, oralack of language establishing
(cont.) ) credit Speaking coherence amongideas.

» Response captures someideasfromlecture but may not capture them fully
accurately orbe able to differentiate betweenimportant points and details,
reflecting only adequate comprehension. Response may include irrelevant
information orrepetition of language from lecture without reformulation or

3 context.

« Therange of expressionandvocabularyis narrow and simple expressions
are usedrepeatedly.

« Theresponse consists mainly of unconnectedideas, withlittle
organizational structure evident, and requires significant effort to follow.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type Mk @ el e Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Content:

e Theresponseis mostlyinaccurate,incomplete, orfocuses onnon-essential
information from the lecture while missing mainideas. Response may rely
heavily onrepeating language fromlecture without reformulation or

z context, indicating limited comprehension.
o Limitedvocabulary and simple expressions dominate the response.
Retell Lecture ) Partial Listening and « Theresponselacks coherence andis difficult to follow.
(cont.) credit Speaking o Theresponserepeatsisolated words and phrases fromthelecture but

doesnot provide adequate context ormeaning. The contentappearson
1 topic and but does not communicate in any meaningful way.

« Vocabulary andlinguistic expression are highly restricted.
« Thereisnohierarchy of ideas or coherence among points.

Theresponseisrelatedtothelecture butistoolimited to assignahigher
score.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

No. of Communicative

uestion type . .
Q yp questions skills scored

Traits scored

Pronunciation:
5 Highly proficient
4  Advanced

3 Good (See detailed criteria

2  Intermediate onpages45-46

1  Intrusive

Retell Lecture 9.3 Partial Listeningand 0 | Non-English
(et credit Speaking Oral Fluency:

5 | Highly proficient

4 Advanced
3 | Good (See detailedcriteria
: pages4o5-46
2 Intermediate onpages 45-46)
1 Limited
0 Disfluent
Vocabulary:
Answer Short Correct/ . . . L
U 5-6 incorrect Listening 1 Appropriate word choiceinresponse

O Inappropriate word choiceinresponse
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type Mk @ el e Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Content:

« Responseisclear, accurate, and demonstrates full comprehension of the
discussion by paraphrasing the mainideas seamlessly inownwords and
expanding on details of each speaker's contribution with specificity.

« Responseexploresrelationships between different points of view and
synthesizes different perspectives effectively.

o Avariety of expressions and vocabulary are used appropriately and with
ease and precision throughout theresponse.

» Theideasintheresponse are wellconnected and organizedinalogical
sequence using connective devices effectively and consistently. The

Summarize . . . response flows wellandis easy to follow.
Partial Listeningand
Group 2-3

Discussion credit Speaking e Responseisclearandaccurately captures mainideasaswellas some

important details of different speakers' contributions, reflecting good
comprehension. ldeas are formulated successfully in own words, with
minorinconsistencies that do not detract fromthe overall meaning.

« Responsenotes somerelationships between points of view and
synthesizes perspectives partially, with someideas missing or
underrepresented.

« Avariety of expressions and vocabulary are used appropriately throughout
theresponse.

« Theideasintheresponse are connected and connective devices are used
appropriately to presentideasinacoherent order. The response flows
generally smoothly and can be followed with little effort.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type Mk @ el e Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Content:

Response capturesthe mainideas of the discussion and some details of
individual speakers' contributions, but mayinclude afewinaccurate ideas,
orfocusonlessimportant details, showing sufficient comprehension.
Thereisanattemptto formulateideasin ownwords, with some success.

« Responsefocuses more onindividual perspectives thanrelationships
between perspectives and may include some basic attempts at
4 comparison.
« Therange of expressionandvocabularyis sufficient to give basic
descriptions but may rely onrepetition.

Summarize e Theideasintheresponsearenot WQII con.nected, requiring Iistengrs some

oroup 2.3 | Pertial | Listeningand onemmicn ot 6 oracp oralock ot onaunge coramtonng 0 e

Discussion credit Speaking ' grasp, guag g
coherence amongideas.

(cont.)

« Response captures someideas fromdiscussionbut may not capture them
fully accurately orbe able to differentiate betweenimportant points and
details, reflecting only adequate comprehension. Response mayinclude
irrelevantinformation orrepetition of language from discussion without
reformulation or context.

3 ¢ Responseincludessome accurateinformationbut missesthe substance
and general direction of the full conversation.

« Therange of expressionandvocabularyis narrow and simple expressions
areusedrepeatedly.

« Theresponse consists mainly of unconnectedideas, with little
organizational structure evident, and requires effort to follow.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type Mk @ el e Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Content:

« Responseismostlyinaccurate,incomplete, orfocuses onnon-essential
information from the discussion while missing mainideas. Response may
rely heavilyirrelevantinformation or onrepeatinglanguage fromlecture

2 without reformulation or context, indicating limited comprehension.
Summarize o Limitedvocabulary and simple expressions dominate the response.
Group 0.3 Partial Listeningand « Theresponselacks coherence andis difficult to follow.
Discussion credit Speaking
(e o Theresponserepeatsisolated words and phrases from the discussion but

doesnot provide adequate context ormeaning. The contentappearson
1 topic and but does not communicate in any meaningful way.

« Vocabulary and expressions are highly restricted.
« Thereisnohierarchy of ideas or coherence among points.

0 Responseisrelevant tothe prompt but toolimited to assignahigherscore.
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Part1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

No. of Communicative

uestion type . .
Q yp questions skills scored

Traits scored

Pronunciation:

5 Highly proficient

4  Advanced
3 | Good (See detailed criteria
i pages 45-46)
2  Intermediate onpages 45-46
1  Intrusive
Summarize .
Group 5.3 Partial Listening and 0 | Non-English
Discussion credit Speaking Oral Fluency:
(cont.)

5 | Highly proficient

4  Advanced

3 | Good (See detailed criteria
2  Intermediate onpages 45-46

1 Limited

0 Disfluent

PearsonTest of English(PTE)Academic | TestTaker « SCOREGUIDE | 28



Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

. No. of Communicative .
Questiontype Traits scored

questions skills scored

Content:

« Response dealswith the situation effectively. Successfully accomplishes
the primary communication goal with full consideration of the context
giveninthe prompt.

« Communicates with ease, flexibility, and precision throughout the

response. Responseis situationally appropriate and fully developed,
expanding beyond the promptlanguage to provide a persuasive response.

« Response dealswith the situation adequately. Successfully accomplishes
the primary communication goal with some consideration of the context
Respondtoa Partial giveninthe prompt, with only minor omissions or misinterpretations.

Situation 2-3 credit Speaking 5 « Communicates clearly and accurately with little restriction. Limitations only
evident fordifficult elements. Avariety of situationally appropriate
expressions are used to meet the demands of the situation adequately,
with minimalinaccuracies.

« Response partially accomplishes the primary communication goal with
some consideration of the context givenin the prompt, with some
omissions or misinterpretations.

4 . Communicatesadequately, with some limitations of expression and minor
inaccuracies. Therange of expressionis situationally appropriate and
sufficient to meet most of the demands of the situation, with minimal
inaccuracies.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type N ST Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Content:

« Response partially accomplishes the most basic aspect of the
communication goalwith some limited consideration of the context given
inthe prompt.

3 « Communicationis functional, but range of expressionis limited and
contains some inaccuracies or situationally inappropriate elements.
Response may include repetition of language from prompt without
reformulation or context.

« Response contains some contentrelevant to the situation but does not
achieve the primary communication goal oraddress the specifics of the
context giveninthe prompt.

« Communication containsrestrictions andinaccuracies that compromise
Respondtoa meaning oris heavily reliant on usinglanguage from the prompt without

Situation 2-3 Partial Speaking reformulation or context.

credit

(et « Response contains content relevant to the situationbut does not achieve

the primary communication goal oraddress the specifics of the context
giveninthe prompt, showing alack of understanding of the situation given
inthe prompt.

« Communicationis significantly restricted, containinglimitations and
inaccuracies thatimpede meaning. Theresponse repeatsisolated words
and phrases from the prompt but does not provide adequate context or
meaning.

OR

« Minimally addresses the prompt by providing a situationally appropriate
response thataccomplishes primary goal of communication, but withno
elaborationorsupport.

O Responseisrelevant to the prompt but toolimited to assign ahigherscore.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

No. of Communicative

uestiontype . .
Q yp questions skills scored

Traits scored

Pronunciation:
5 | Highly proficient
4  Advanced

3 Good (See detailed criteria

2  Intermediate onpages 45-46

1  Intrusive

Respondtoa 0

Situation 2-3 E):?;tclj?tl Speaking
(cont.) Oral Fluency:

Non-English

5 | Highly proficient
4 Advanced

3 Good (See detailed criteria

2  Intermediate onpages45-46

1 Limited

0 Disfluent
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

. No. of Communicative .
Questiontype Traits scored

questions skills scored

Content:

« Thesourcetextis summarised comprehensively, demonstrating full
comprehension of the source text.

o Paraphrasingisused effectivelyto communicate a clearand accurate
4 summary, and extraneous details are removed. Allmainideas are correctly
identified and synthesized ina concise and coherent manner.

o Summary flows smoothly and makes skilled use of appropriate and varied
connective devices.

« Thesourcetextis summarised adequately, demonstrating good
comprehension of the source text.

Summarize Partial Readingand « Paraphrasingisused, butnot consistently well, and extraneous details may

Written Text credit Writing interfere with the clarity of the summary. Mainideas are correctly identified,
with some minoromissions. Ideas are connected, but not synthesized
efficiently.

o Summary can be followed logically and makes effective use of simple or
repetitive connective devices.

« Thesourcetextis summarised partially, demonstrating basic
comprehension of the source text.

« Thereisnodiscernment between main points and peripheral detail. Ideas
2 areidentified, buttheresponserelies heavily onrepeating excerpts from
the source text without synthesizing ideas and reformulating in own words.

« Repetitive orinappropriate connective devices are used tojoinideas.
Response canbe followed with effort.
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Part1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Questiontype

No. of
questions

Communicative

. Traits scored
skills scored

Summarize
Written Text

(cont.)

Partial
credit

Content:

e Theresponseisrelevant but not meaningfully summarised, demonstrating
limited comprehension of the source text.

10 Theresponseis composed of disconnectedideas orexcerpts fromthe
source text without any context or attempt at synthesis. Mainideas are
omitted ormisrepresented.

« Theresponselacks coherence andis difficult to follow.

Responseistoolimitedto assign ahigherscore and demonstratesno
comprehension of the source text.

Form:

1 | Iswritteninone, single, complete sentence

Readingand

Wit Notwrittenin one single, complete sentence or contains fewerthan5ormore
riting

than75words. Summary iswrittenin capital letters.
Grammar:
2 Hascorrectgrammatical structure
1 Contains grammatical errors but withno hindrance to communication
0 Hasdefective grammatical structure which could hinder communication
Vocabulary:
2 Hasappropriate choice of words
1 | Containslexical errorsbut withno hindrances to communication

0 Hasdefective word choice which could hindercommunication
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type

Write Essay

No. of

questions

Partial
credit

Communicative

Traits scored

skills scored

Content:

Writing .

PearsonTest of English (PTE) Academic

The essay fully addresses the promptin depth, demonstrating full
command of the argument by reformulating the issue seamlesslyinown
words and expanding onimportant points with specificity.

The argumentis supported convincingly with subsidiary points and relevant
examples throughout theresponse.

The essay adequately addresses the prompt, presenting a persuasive
argument withrelevantideas.

Main points are highlighted, andrelevant supporting detail is givento
supporttheresponse effectively, with minor exceptions.

The essay adequately addresses the main point of the prompt. The
argumentis generally convincing, thoughlacks depth ornuance.

Supporting detailisinconsistent throughout the response. Itis present for
some points but weaker or missing for others.

The essayisrelevant to the prompt but doesnot address the main points
adequately.

Supporting detailis often missing orinappropriate.

The essay attempts to address the prompt, but does so superficially, with
little relevantinformation and largely generic statements or overreliance on
repeatinglanguage from the prompt.

Few supporting details areincluded. Ideas that are presentlackrelevance,
with only tangentiallinks to the topic.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

No. of Communicative

uestiontype . .
Q yp questions skills scored

Traits scored

Content:

o Theessay attemptstoaddressthe prompt, but demonstratesan
incomplete understanding of the prompt with communication limited to
1 generic orrepetitive phrasing, orrepeatinglanguage from the prompt.

o Supporting details, if present, are usedinadisjointed orhaphazard manner,
with no clearlinks to the topic.

0 Theessaydoesnotproperly dealwith the prompt.
Form:
2 Lengthisbetween200and 300 words

Write Essay Partial 1  Lengthisbetween120and 199 orbetween 301and 380 words
1 artia Writin
‘ Lengthislessthan120 ormore than 380 words. Essay is writtenin capital
O letters, contains no punctuation oronly consists of bullet points orvery short

sentences
Development, Structure and Coherence:

« Theessayhasaneffectivelogical structure, flows smoothly,and canbe
followedwith ease.

« Anargumentisclearand cohesive, developed systematically atlength. A
6 well-developedintroduction and conclusion are present. ldeas are
organised cohesivelyinto paragraphs, and paragraphs are clearand
logically sequenced.

« Theessayusesavariety of connective devices effectively and consistently
toconvey relationships betweenideas.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type NEx s ST T Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Development, Structure and Coherence:

« Theessayhasaconventionaland appropriate structure that follows
logically, ifnot always smoothly.

« Anargumentis clear, with some points developed at length.
5 Introduction,conclusionandlogical paragraphs are present.

« Theessayusesconnective devicestolinkutterancesintoclear,
coherentdiscourse, though there may be some gaps orabrupt transitions
betweenoneideatothe next.

« Conventional structure is mostly present, but some elements may be
missing,requiring some effort to follow.

« Anargumentis present butlacks development of some elements ormay
bedifficult to follow. Simple paragraph breaks are present, but they are not
Write Essay Partial . always effective, and some elements or paragraphs are poorly linked.
] credit Writing « Theideasintheresponse are notwellconnected. Thelack of connection
mightcome from an ordering of the ideas whichis difficult to grasp, oralack

of language establishing coherence amongideas.

(cont.)

» Tracesof the conventional structure are present, but the essayis
composed ofsimple points ordisconnectedideas.

« Aposition/opinionis present, althoughitis not sufficiently developedinto
alogicalargument and often lacks clarity. Essay does not make effective
use of paragraphs orlacks paragraphs but presentsideas with some

3 coherence andlogical sequencing.

« Theresponse consists mainly of unconnectedideas, withlittle
organizationalstructure evident, and requires significant effort to follow.
The most frequently occurring connective devices link simple sentences
and largerelementslinearly, but more complexrelationships are not
expressed clearly orappropriately.
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Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Question type Mk @ el e Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Development, Structure and Coherence:

o Thereislittlerecognisable structure.ldeas are presentedina
disorganisedmannerand are difficult to follow.

« Aposition/opinion may be present but lacks development orclarity. The
essaylacks coherence, and mainly consists of disconnected elements.

« Canlink groups of words with simple connective devices (e.g., “and”, “but”
and“because”).

« Response consists of disconnectedideas. Thereisno hierarchy of ideas
orcoherence among points.

Write Essay Partial 1  « Noclearposition/opinioncanbeidentified.

1 . Writing « Words and short statements are linked with very basic linear connective
(cont.) credit , e
‘ devices(e.g., “and” or “then”).
0 Thereisnorecognisable structure.

Grammar:

Shows consistent grammatical control of complexlanguage. Errors are rare
and difficultto spot.

Shows arelatively high degree of grammatical control. No mistakes which
wouldlead to misunderstandings

0 Contains mainly simple structures and/or several basic mistakes
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Question type NG

questions

Write Essay Partial

(cont.) credit

Part 1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Communicative

Traits scored

skills scored

General Linguistic Range:

Writing

PearsonTestof English (PTE) Academic

Avariety of expressions and vocabulary are used appropriately to
formulate ideas with ease and precision throughout the response.

No signs of limitations restricting what can be communicated.

Errorsinlanguage use, if present, are rare and minor, and meaning is
completelyclear.

Avariety of expressions and vocabulary are used appropriately throughout
theresponse.

Ideas are expressed clearly without much sign of restriction.
Occasional errorsinlanguage use are present, but the meaningis clear.

Therange of expressionandvocabulary is sufficient to articulate basic
ideas.

Mostideas are clear, but limitations are evident when conveying complex/
abstractideas, causingrepetition, circumlocution, and difficulty with
formulation attimes.

Errorsinlanguage use cause occasionallapsesin clarity, but the mainidea
canstill be followed.

Therange of expressionandvocabularyis narrow and simple expressions
are usedrepeatedly.

Communicationisrestricted to simple ideas that canbe articulated
through basiclanguage.

Errorsinlanguage use cause some disruptions forthe reader.
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Part1Speaking and Writing (approx. 76-84 minutes)

Questiontype NER s SN T Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

General Linguistic Range:

« Limitedvocabulary and simple expressions dominate theresponse.
5 Communicationis compromised and some ideas are unclear.

« Basicerrorsinlanguage use are common, causing frequent breakdowns
and misunderstanding.

« Vocabulary andlinguistic expression are highly restricted.
« There aresignificantlimitationsincommunicationandideas are generally
unclear.

« Errorsinlanguage use are pervasive andimpede meaning.
0 Meaningisnotaccessible.

. Vocabulary Range:
Write Essay ] Partial Writin
(cont.) credit 9 2 Good command of abroadlexical repertoire, idiomatic expressions and

colloquialisms

Shows agoodrange of vocabulary for matters connected to general
1 | academictopics. Lexical shortcomingsleadto circumlocution orsome

imprecision

0 Contains mainly basic vocabulary insufficient to deal with the topic at the
requiredlevel

Spelling:

2  Correctspelling
1 | Onespellingerror

O Morethanonespellingerror
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Part 2 Reading (approx. 23-30 minutes)

. No. of .. . .
Questiontype . Communicative skills scored Traits scored
questions
i i Reading:
Fillin the Blanks Partial credit |
(Dropdown) 5-6 (foreachcorrectly 1Each correctly completed blank Not applicable
i completedblank) 0 Minimum score

Partial credit (foreach Reading:

Multiple Choice, correctresponse. Points 1Each correctresponse

, 2-3 .
Multiple Answers deductedforincorrect -1Eachincorrectresponse

options chosen)

Not applicable

O Minimum score

Partial credit Reading:
Reorder , , .
p h 2-3 (foreachcorrectly 1Each pair of correct adjacent textboxes Not applicable
aragrap ordered, adjacent pair) 0 Minimum score
i i Reading:
Fillin the Blanks Partial credit ¥ ,
(e 4-5 (foreachcorrectly 1Each correctly completedblank Not applicable
Multiole Choi Reading:
.u Iple Lholce, 2-3 Correct/incorrect 1Each correctly completed blank Not applicable
Single Answer

O Minimum score
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Part 3 Listening (approx. 31-39 minutes)

Question type Mk @ el e Traits scored
yp questions skills scored

Content:

« Thesourcetextis summarised comprehensively, demonstrating full
comprehension of the source text.

o Paraphrasingisused effectivelyto communicate a clearand accurate
4 summary, and extraneous details are removed. Allmainideas are correctly
identified and synthesized inaconcise and coherent manner.

o Summary flows smoothly and makes skilled use of appropriate and varied
connective devices.

« Thesourcetextis summarised adequately, demonstrating good
comprehension of the source text.

Summarize Partial Listening and « Paraphrasingisused, but not consistently well, and extraneous details may

Spoken Text ] credit Writing 3 interfere with the clarity of the summary. Mainideas are correctly identified,
with some minoromissions. Ideas are connected, but not synthesized
efficiently.

o Summary can be followed logically and makes effective use of simple or
repetitive connective devices.

« Thesource textis summarised partially, demonstrating basic
comprehension of the source text.

« Thereisnodiscernment between main points and peripheral detail. Ideas
2 are identified, buttheresponserelies heavily onrepeating excerpts from
the source text without synthesizing ideas and reformulating in own words.

« Repetitive orinappropriate connective devices are used tojoinideas.
Response canbe followed with effort.
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Part 3 Listening (approx. 31-39 minutes)

No. of Communicative
questions skills scored

Question type

Traits scored

Content:

« Theresponseisrelevantbut not meaningfully summarised, demonstrating
limited comprehension of the source text.

« Theresponseiscomposed of disconnectedideas orexcerpts fromthe
source text without any context or attempt at synthesis. Mainideas are
omitted ormisrepresented.

o Theresponselacks coherence andis difficult to follow.

Responseistoolimitedto assignahigherscore and demonstratesno
comprehension of the source text.

Summarize Partial i . d Form:

artia istening an
Spoken Text 1 credit Writing 2 Contains 50-70 words
(cont.)

1  Contains 40-49 words or71-100 words
Containslessthan 40 words or more than 100 words. Summary is writtenin
0 capitalletters, contains no punctuation or consists only of bullet points orvery
short sentences.
Grammar:
2  Correctgrammatical structures

1  Contains grammatical errors with no hindrance to communication

0 Defective grammatical structure which could hinder communications
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Part 3 Listening (approx. 31-39 minutes)

No. of Communicative
questions skills scored

Question type

Traits scored

Vocabulary:
2 Appropriate choice of words

1 Somelexical errors but withno hindrance to communication

oummarize Partial Listeni g 0 Defective word choice which could hinder communication
Spoken Text 1 ardlét is VeVn'l‘?g an

credi riting .
(cont.) Spelling:

2 Correctspelling
1 Onespellingerror

0 Morethanonespellingerrors
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Part 3 Listening (approx. 31-39 minutes)

Questiontype

No. of
questions

Communicative skills scored

Traits scored

Multiple Choice,
Multiple Answers

Fill in the Blanks
(TypeIn)

Highlight Correct
Summary

Multiple Choice,
Single Answer

Select Missing
Word

Highlight
Incorrect Words

Write from
Dictation

2-3

2-3

2-3

2-3

1-2

2-3

3-4

Partial credit (foreach
correctresponse. Points
deducted forincorrect
options chosen)

Partial credit
(foreachword
spelled correctly

Correct/incorrect

Correct/incorrect

Correct/incorrect

Partial credit (Foreachword.

Points deductedfor
incorrect options chosen)

Partial credit
(foreachword
spelled correctly)

Listening:
1Eachcorrectresponse
-1Eachincorrectresponse
O Minimum score

Listening:
1Each correct word spelled correctly
O Minimum score

Listening and Reading:
1Correctresponse
O Incorrectresponse

Listening:
1Correctresponse
O Incorrectresponse

Listening:
1Correctresponse
OlIncorrectresponse

Listening and Reading:
1Eachcorrectword
-1Eachincorrectword
O Minimum score

Listening and Writing:
1Each correctword spelled correctly
O Eachincorrect ormisspelled word
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Scoring criteria: Pronunciation and Oral Fluency

The following scoring criteria apply to the Speaking questions that are scored on
Pronunciation and Oral Fluency in PTE Academic.

Pronunciation

5 Highly
proficient

4 Advanced

2 Intermediate

1Intrusive

0 Non-English

Allvowels and consonants are producedinamannerthatis easily understood by
regularspeakers of thelanguage. The speakeruses assimilation and deletions
appropriate to continuous speech. Stressis placed correctly inallwords and
sentence-levelstressis fully appropriate.

Vowels and consonants are pronounced clearly and unambiguously. Afew
minor consonant, vowel or stress distortions do not affectintelligibility. Allwords
are easily understandable. Afew consonants or consonant sequences may be
distorted. Stressis placed correctly onallcommonwords, and sentence level
stressisreasonable.

Most vowels and consonants are pronounced correctly. Some consistent errors
might make a few words unclear. Afew consonantsin certain contexts may be
regularly distorted, omitted or mispronounced. Stress- dependent vowel
reduction may occur onafewwords.

Some consonants and vowels are consistently mispronounced. Atleast 2/3 of
speechisintelligible, but listeners might need to adjust to the accent. Some
consonants are regularly omitted, and consonant sequences may be simplified.
Stress may be placedincorrectly onsome words orbe unclear.

Many consonants and vowels are mispronounced, resultingina strongintrusive
foreignaccent. Listeners may have difficulty understanding about 1/3 of the
words. Many consonants may be distorted oromitted. Consonant sequences
may be non-English. Stressis placedinanon-Englishmanner; unstressed words
may bereduced oromitted, and afew syllables added ormissed.

Pronunciation seems completely characteristic of anotherlanguage. Many
consonants and vowels are mispronounced, mis-ordered or omitted. Listeners
may find more than1/2 of the speech unintelligible. Stressed and unstressed
syllables arerealized inanon-English manner. Severalwords may have the
wrong number of syllables.
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Oral Fluency

5 Highly Speech shows smoothrhythm and phrasing. There are no hesitations,
proficient repetitions, false starts orphonological simplifications.

Speechhasanacceptable rhythm with appropriate phrasingand word
4 Advanced emphasis. Thereis no more than one hesitation, one repetition or afalse start.
There are no significant phonological simplifications.
Speechisatanacceptable speedbut may be uneven. There may be more than
one hesitation, but mostwords are spokenin continuous phrases. There are few
3 Good o
repetitions or false starts. There are no long pauses and speech does not sound
staccato.

Speechmay beunevenorstaccato. Speech (if >= 6 words) has atleast one
2 Intermediate smooth three-wordrun, and no more than two or three hesitations, repetitions
orfalse starts. There may be one long pause, but nottwo ormore.

Speechhasirregular phrasing or sentence rhythm. Poor phrasing, staccato or
.. syllabic timing, and/or multiple hesitations, repetitions, and/or false starts make
1Limited . :
spoken performance notably uneven ordiscontinuous. Long utterances may
have one ortwolong pauses andinappropriate sentence-levelword emphasis.

Speechisslowandlabored withlittle discernable phrase grouping, multiple
hesitations, pauses, false starts, and/ormajor phonological simplifications.
Most words areisolated, and there may be more than onelong pause.
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